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Abstract 

African Citizens need to be educated as to be able to know their fundamental 
human rights and perform their civic responsibilities.  The Governance of 
African States lies in its people and lack of functional education may 
endanger and jeopardize good governance of African States.  Citizenship 
Education (CE) becomes a critical issue in all aspects.  Citizenship Education 
is an agent of Economic development of any country vis-à-vis African States.  
This paper correlates Citizenship Education and Economic Development of 
the African countries.  It highlights its importance in transforming the 
attitudinal change of African citizens towards promoting good governance 
and economic development.  It exposes various factors militating against 
effective development of citizenship Education in African States.  Pragmatic 
recommendations that will elevate Citizenship Education are suggested in 
conclusion.  

 
African states are pluralistic with so many ethnic groups. On gaining 

independence at different times, however, they have evolved varied mechanisms to 
integrate the various sharply diversified social groups.  These mechanisms include 
education, the economy and popular government (Mgbachi and Christopher, 1998). 
Popular political participation and economic forces have become ethnic melting point 
and thereby creating various social problem. 
 

Political development in African State is anchored on three historical contexts.  
The first is the evolution of the traditional communities where the diversified social 
categories had different political forms. The second was the nationalist awakening 
resulting from long exclusion from the political mainstream. The third was the anti- 
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colonial agitation of educated elites leading to her independence. For instance, Nigeria 
is religiously divided into Moslems, Christians, Animists and Atheists. This religious 
configuration is however polarized into Moslems and Christians. Religion has given the 
whole African continent traumatic nightmares especially in recent years. This religious 
division places enormous responsibilities on both the citizen and the government. For 
good governance and political stability to excel in African States, citizens must be well 
educated to know their civic responsibilities. This in effect is the essence of Citizenship 
Education. 
 
Concept of Citizenship Education 

Historically, citizenship education has always been regarded as a western 
concept within the African continent (Mantle, 2000; Ali, 2008). This has exacerbated 
the narrow view that citizenship education is new as its approach in schools is often 
western oriented. Citizenship Education (CE) has always been part and parcel of the 
focus of education among these nations and schools have always served as agents of 
social change (Maris, 2012). 
 

According to Butts (1983), citizenship education means explicit and continuing 
study of the base concepts and values underlying democratic political community and 
constitutional order. Scholars such as Butts (1988) and Barber (1992) agree that 
citizenship education (CE) involves development of skills in making decisions about 
issues and participating in public affairs. According to Burchell (1993), he sees 
citizenship education (CE) as implying participation, not participating for 
participation's sake. Further he is of the view that citizens' participation in a democratic 
society must be based on informed, critical reflection and on the understanding and 
acceptance of the rights and responsibilities that go with that membership. Hence, CE 
in a democratic society needs to be concerned with promoting understanding of these 
ideals. Again citizenship, in a constitutional democracy is supposed to involve both 
preservation of core concepts and values, and liberation from single-minded teaching 
and learning about them. Thus, in citizenship education (CE) there should be effort to 
maintain the foundations of constitutional order and to improve upon it through 
informed critical reflection, deliberation and action. In a constitutional democracy, 
effective citizenship education (CE) is a necessity because according to Barber (1992], 
the competence to participate in democratic communities, the ability to think critically 
and act deliberately in a pluralistic world, the empathy that permit us to hear and thus 
accommodate others, all involve skills that must be acquired. The goal of citizenship 
education is, according to Olivier (2000), therefore competent and responsible 
participation in local, provincial and national civic and political life. Such participation 
requires the acquisition of a body of knowledge and understanding; the development of 
intellectual and participatory skills, the development of certain dispositions or traits of 
character, and a reasonable commitment to the fundamental values and principle of 
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constitutional democracy. For instance, the South Africa National Department of 
Education (2001) states that education for democratic citizenship entails "the explicit 
and continuing study of the basic concepts and values underlying,., democratic political 
community and constitutional order "and consists of learning activities, curriculum, 
educational programmers to concerned with the right and responsibilities of citizenship 
. The purpose is to promote knowledge, skill and attitudes conducive to effective 
participation in civic life. 
 
Overview of Citizenship Education (CE) in Africa; Past and Present 

The marginalization of local knowledge systems that relegated all things 
indigenous as unworthy, uncivilized, and barbaric and superstitions was established 
during the colonial era, Western forms of cultural, economist political and social 
systems were Institutionalized during the colonial period and continued to be 
maintained during the post-in dependence times, (Chilisa, 2005). African post-colonial 
scholars have argued that citizenship education as practiced has been imposed on 
Africans by Western countries without any consideration of their local cultures and 
contexts (Ali, Ellis, and Sizha, 2000, Ali, 2008) (Divsia, 2007) (Chachange, 2001), 
This in turn has made African education an elusive dream that draws largely from 
mainstream academic knowledge without any consideration of other diverse knowledge 
systems that prevail among African States. 
 

Again, within African traditional context, citizenship education was seen as a 
type of education that was used to induce new members of the society through the 
transmission of their cultural heritage to the young in order to develop a feeling of 
national pride in people (Asimeng-Boahene, 2000, Mafela and Mgadla, 2000), The 
major aim of this indigenous citizenship education was to train individuals to be useful 
and acceptable in the society, this education was collective in nature as it puts more 
emphasis on the society as a whole rather than the individual. Oral tradition was used as 
medium for the transmission of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and patterns of behavior to 
young ones the mores and values of the society through examples, reprimand, imitation 
and association. It was through proverbs, riddles. Stories, songs, myths, and legends 
that "children were taught respect for eiders, instilled with morals and positive 
attitudes, and imbibed with cultural heritage and values of their people" (Omatseye and 
Qmotseye, 2008). In most African contexts young women learned through association 
with womenfolk by imitating their elders in duties such as cooking, hoeing, and 
fetching water. In Ghana, like in many other African cultures, every elderly person in 
the society had a right to discipline, educate and mould a child (Asimeng Boahene, 
2000). In Botswana and Zimbabwe, young boys herded calves, goats and sheep before 
graduating to herding cattle and joining regiments and this situation was common to 
most African societies (Matela and Mgadla, 2000). However, this form of education 
was greatly impacted by the introduction of western forms of education that permeated 
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the African continent during the 19"' century colonial expansion. Colonial education 
sought to evade and distort indigenous education programs by embarking on an 
essential project of Europe's onslaught on the African body and mind (Ali, 2008). It 
should be noted that during the colonial era citizenship education programs within 
African states were non-existent primarily because colonialism was not aimed at 
developing critical African citizens. Interestingly, the post colonial era led by the 
African elite did not engage in any viable expansive and constructive political 
education except in a few cases where the agenda was to assure loyalty of the public to 
the military junta and valiant dictators. Therefore, suffice to say that citizenship 
education within the post colonial nations of Africa is said to be defined within the 
western democratic frameworks that are characterized by the nation-state, individual 
rights and political activity such as voting (Ali, 2008). 
 
Citizenship Education (CE) for Economic Development of African States  

Citizenship Education (CE) is viewed as a veritable avenue through which 
economic development of African States is achieved. This is The main reason why 
African States gave direction to the development of education (Citizenship Education) 
in post colonial African States as the limited Motion's First Development Decade (1961 
- 1971) which gave priority to expansion of Secondary and tertiary education 
emphasizing the inculcation of Citizenship Education in the curricular all these in 
statutes [Stamp, 1996). Citizen Education is charged with the responsibility of 
developing citizens and these people will become agents for economic development in 
their respective states (Samoff, 1999). Through Citizenship Education, citizens are 
prepared for their roles in the global economy through providing them with knowledge; 
skills and work discipline that enable them perform their duties and tasks hence their 
positive contribution in economic development of African states. Citizens that have 
been well informed through citizenship Education have a right to organize for the 
promotion and defense of economic policies that will ultimately guarantee development 
and secure their welfare and happiness (Bamidefe, 2011) Citizenship Education in 
African states is geared towards producing critical and responsible citizens, able to 
think for themselves and make judgment on all issues affecting them, and be able to 
understand and Interprets critical government activities and such type of citizenship 
education is seen as a viable tool for economic development of any African state (Ali, 
2008), The transformative perspective of CE is seen to be empowering and liberating 
and helping citizens to understand their society In order to change and focus on 
narration and experimentation and providing them with skills to enable them contribute 
their quota in the labour market (Samoff, 1999). By internalization of CE, Citizens of 
Africa States can now fashion a mass movement based on an ideology that can 
guarantee a self-reliant economy with the working people in control. In other words, 
the movement shall proceed from the fundamental assumption that only those who 
produce the wealth of the nation can distribute and manage them effectively and 
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efficiently. The economy will no longer be subordinated to the interests of foreign 
economics and Institutions or be geared towards export of primary commodities 
(Iweriebor, 2004). Specifically speaking, Kenya fashioned out Citizenship Education 
under the leadership of Jomo Kenyetta to establish community-based self-help 
institutions that promoted spirit of co-operation, independence, patriotism and the need 
for national and economic development. This gesture encouraged tremendously Kenyan 
economic development (Soltis, 1988). 
 
Obstacles against Citizenship Education of African States 

Citizenship Education to African States faces a lot of obstacles and challenges 
some of which stated below: 
Lack of recognition: CE was not given recognition until recently when it was given 
due recognition it deserves. Before it was recognized, African citizen depended On the 
colonial type of Citizenship Education that was passed on to them. This did not address 
the development of African citizen properly. 
 
Incoherent political systems: The African State inherited political culture of the 
colonial masters that were incoherent with the political culture of the diverse and 
pluralized ethnic groups and traditional social and economic heritage. This affected her 
citizenship education quietly. 
 
Existence of colonial Legacies: Colonial ideologies are skill learning adopted in 
African citizenship Education in African schools. This does not augur well with the 
development of Citizenship Education in African States as it does not take care of her 
local needs and aspirations. 
 
Cultural conflict: This poses a big barrier in the development of Citizenship Education 
in African States.  Some  cultures  are  unfriendly with  CE  and  does  not  accept  what 
educative information CE has for the transformation of their lives.  
 
Lack of education:  Seasoned teachers or educators are not sufficient to cater for the 
citizen of African states. The implication is that African citizens are not inculcated with 
the right types of values, altitudes, skills, and knowledge relevant for their behavioral 
and attitudinal changes. 
 
Africanization factors:    Citizenship Education in African States still imbibes colonial 
doctrines instead of Africanizing her CE to address local needs. For this reasons, 
Citizenship Education still transmits foreign ideologies. 
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Illiteracy: A good number of African citizens arc still not well educated. They do not 
know the fundamental human rights. These groups of people are difficult to deal with 
and are threat to good governance. 
 
Lack of fund: Reasonable fund is needed to execute properly citizenship education and 
these funds are not always there. 
 
Incessant truncation of government in power: Educational policies are made by 
government in power. Where there is incessant truncation of government in power, 
citizenship Education is affected. 
 
Adoption of colonial curriculum: The curriculum in use in African state to execute 
citizenship education is the legacy of colonial masters. These curricula do not put into 
consideration the African needs and aspirations. 
 
Conclusion 

Citizenship Education has played a pivotal role in the economic development 
of African nations. Citizenship education has produced responsible elite who are 
skillful, knowledgeable, critical and constructive in reasoning. Citizenship Education 
should be taught from Africanized perspectives in order to reinstate our African 
identify. African states should adopt the recommendation proffered. There is no doubt 
that African States can not develop citizens' ideals indigenous to Africa and the world 
and help boost her economic development. 
 
Recommendations 
To enjoy dividends of Citizenship Education which accelerate economic development, 
the following recommendations are suggested: 
1. The Citizenship Education Curriculum of African Stales should be Africanized to 

take care of the needs of African citizens.  
 

2. Citizenship Education must be properly recognized by African States and given its 
right place for proper up binging of her citizens.  
 

3. There should be coherency in the political system if Citizenship Education should 
excel. Also the various ethnics groups' needs should be satisfied,  
 

4. African States ought to introduce Citizenship Education in all institutions of higher 
learning  and  primary,  secondary  schools  and  make  CE  compulsory for  all  
pupils, students and under-graduates.  
 

5. Sufficient funds for  CE  in  African  schools  are  highly  recommended  to  ensure  
full implementation of Education policies designed for Citizenship Education.  
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6. Stability in political Environment: There should be peace and stability in African 
politics to avoid incessant truncation of government in power.  
 

7. Necessary infrastructure: For the successful promotion of Citizenship Education 
(CE) in African States, infrastructure is necessary that helps to increase   the quality 
of Citizenship Education and thus the quality of democracy.  
 

8. Proper dissemination of information:   The dissemination of information 
regarding the nature and importance of CE to parents and other role-players is 
essential. 
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